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PART IV
. The Pattern of Agriculture

Farms: Iumber and Size

~T

Small farns are characteristic of agriculture in Clark bounty. Over Twow
thirds of 211 the farms in the county are less than 50 acres in size., Clark
County rants fourth in the state in numbers of farms, having a total of k4,100
according to the 195L Census,

Farm numbers have dropped by L3k since 1345 and the average size has
gained by nine acres. In common with a generzl trend over the state, farms
are tending to beceme fewer in number and larger in size, As a rule, mediume
sized farms are being consolidated through nurchases or leases, Suburban
developnents also take their toll, Even with the trend toward establishing
larger farms, the present average-size farm in Clark County of 51 acres is

considerably_below the Washington average of 270 acres,

The larze nwaiber of small farms results from earlier land purchase methods,
from hich lend velues near cities, some suburbanizetion and from an interest

in part-time 1arm:LnL by 1ndustr1a1 workers. Hany of the orlglnal 6h0 ané 320
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larger farms have been divided among heirs or fra
farms for easier sale,

Smell units generall
25> period than farms with over 100 acres,
to industrial em>loyment in Vancouver,
strong demand fov
basis as orchards or poultry farms.

pattern of present agricultural holdings,

gmented into lots and small

; Because of the hearness
Camas and Portland, thers has been a
small mits for residences and for operation on & part-timne

These and other factors have created the

*

Table §,~ Clark County Farms; Mumber, Total Land in
Ferms and Average Size of Farms 1900-195l,

Average size

) , Total County | " Percent, of
 Wuea | Total Farms : , ‘of farms in
Tear in the County are?aigegirms " the county .Co:gtgaizza‘

o R FEL (acres)

1900 | - 1,873 192,737 - 102 47,5
1910 2,515 186,929 ™ 46,2,
1920 | 3,066 194,309 63 18,0
1925 3,420 192, Ll 56 L7.5

1930 .3;503 194,482 56 48,0

Cagho | L5e8 209,036 16 51,6

1L 1 h,93h 2dk, 847 L2 5046
1950 hy132 219,0l:9 53 5h,l.
1954 | h,lOO) 208,41}, 51 51,k

Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture, 1900-195l.,

Jargeadize Farms

Although small farms are most common, Seven large holdings in the county
exceeded 1,000 acres in 1954, These large farms are largely in hilly areas
with a major part of their acreage in idle land, woodland pasture and woodland,

Table 9e= Large Farme: Number and General Land Use

[Clark County, 1954 |

Land Utilization on ~1'gg§m§o
J
Large Farms 1,999 acres
Number of farms - 7 fams
Land in farms ——— === | 10,122 ac®es
Cropland harvestedemwemceamas- -~ | 1,312 acres

Cropland used only for pasture--
Croplend not harvested and not -
pastured (idle, fallow land)ew

1,439 acres
1,035 acres

. Woodland pasturedemeeccemmecocen 1,910 acres
- Hoodland not pasturedmwme——cen—c 700 acres

Other pasture (not cropland and | ‘ ‘ N
not ‘woodlande——wmecaniccecaan 2,95k acres

Source: U.S. Census, Agrieulture,
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Some of these farms sell pulpwood and small logs and other minor forest products,
~ They also have large acreages of unimproved pasture land and cut-over or burned-,
over land in vorious stages of reforestation,

Farm Values

1

Farm land and farm buildings have increased in value greatly since 1940,
With the exce tion of the 1930~1940 period, farm 1roperty has steadily gained

in value,
19301s,
by 1950,

Values dropped io abnormal lows in the depression years of the early
The increase in value was rapid again after 1940, more than doubling
By 1955 estimated total for all farms, including land and buildings,

was $56,555,000, An average farm in 1955 was valued at over $13,000 averaging
280 per acre including buildings,

Value has been added by the large invest=
ments in land clearing, orchard plantings and building improvements,

Demands

for land and timberland by industries, and residential property demands by an
expanding population in the area surrounding Vancouver, have been important

factors,

Table 10,~ Value of Farm Property

Clark County, 1900-195L

Total Value County Average Values

Year | A1l Farm Property | Per Farm | Per Acre

in. County (dollars) i (dollars)
1900 | $ 1397,720 $25350 $23
1910 15,527,862 6,175 82
1920 23,613,688 7,700 122
1930 27,318,861 7,780 140
1940 21,455,133 L, 74O 102
1950 L6,LL7,812 11,2h0 . 210
1954 56,555,400 13,295 280

Scurce: U.S, Census, Agriculture,
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‘-Fhrm Temxre

A larse majority (about 83 out of each 100 farmers) own and operste their
farms, Tenency is uncommon in Clark County. . Only 228 oat of L,100
farms were operated by tenants in 1954, HMany farms have remalned in ownership
of the pioneer families who established them, About 11 percent of farms were

operated by part cwners in 195k, showing an increase during the last 30 years,
- This patiern is caused by alderly persons and part-time workers living on
farms and maintaining ownership of farm residences while letting other farmers

operate part of the land for a share of the crops used or sold. Farms opers
~ated by managers numbered only lO in 1954,
~ Table 11,~ Farm Tenancy, Number and Percent of Farms
By Tenure of Operator, Clark County
1925-1955, ’
Number Full Owners Part Cumers Managers Tenants
Year| Iarms ritimber | percent [number |pexrcent: | numbex | percent | number | percent
in County of | of al1}. of | of alll of of all| of of all
farms| farms | farms farms farmst farms | farms| farms
1925| 3,h20 | 2,735| 80,0 | 27071 7.9 22 | o6 393 | 11.5
1930 3,503, 2, 66| 76,0 | 38k | 101 3 | 1.0 151 12.9
19ho| L,528 | 3,b95! 77.2 | 312! 8.2 | 16 | k. 6L5 m.
1945 !;,93b -L,306 87.3 308 | 6,2 8 | .2 312 | 6,3
1950 1,129 | 3,515| 85.1 | Log | 9.9 7 2 1 201 L9
195k | h,091 3h2u 83,7 1,38 | 10,7 | 10 2 | 2281 5.6
Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture,
Table 124= Types of Farms, Clark County, 1954
_ Percent of
Type of Farms Nug:;;S°£ all farms in
, the county
Tot&l Tarms in Countynaoola-oocaocooaooaooooo h,loo
Fleld-‘/ro]? f‘?mstﬂl00'.000'.'OODC.Q‘..0.0'... 26 .6
Cadh-grulna;oooo-onoolo.tc.t.ooonoonnoa-l 20 05
Cther fleld"'cropnaclocaonlo-o'uoolcolocuo' 6 ol
Veget«ahle farms.u.uu.-.......o.-u.....-u LI-S 101
letmd‘ld-n\."b ierms.........................- 220 50)4‘
Dairyj?:?.rms."olblalO!'lcatl.--ooc-oul;ooouca 61? 15.0
POllltI’:T TarmSeasssesnasssssrancorearereosass 220 5011'
Livestock farms other than dairy and poultry, 173 he2
Genera:Lfarms.......u........u..........-.. 125 300
Prfi.rnarilycrop..................-......-- 55
H:mrily Jivestockeesssossonssvesrronens 25
) Cr::p and liveS'bOCK.u........,. Vesess e ’ ,—[5
~ Miscellaficous end unclassified farmS.,esesres| 2,666 65,0

Source:

U.S.'CenSus,-Agriculture.

1
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Types of 'arms

Farm tymes in Clark County are fairly well civersified and over half cane
not be classified by type because of the varied nature of the income, Dairy
farms are most common, numbering 617, Clark is fifth in number of dairy opere
ations in the state., There were 200 noultry ferus in 1954, the county renling

sixth in this specialty type, Clark is seventh in the state in fruit and nut
farms which number 220, and it leads western Washington counties in numbers of
fruit and mt orchards, Fourth most important are the livestocl: farms raising
beef cattle and livestocl: other than dairy animals, :

Farmland Utilization

Crops vere harvested from enly about 27 percent of the land in farms in
1954, The major tyme of farmland is woodland pasture and woodlands which come
bined talie u»y about 37 percent of 2ll farm lands, /A third major use is crope
land pasture and permanent pasture, The large acreages in woodland and
woodland pasture is typical of western Washington which was originally heavily
forested, On rough terrain and stegp slopes, Douglas fir forest vegetation
tends to reforest itself, Because of the costs in Jlabor and machinery to clear
cut-pver land or reforested land, most farmers leave the poorer soils on their
farms in woodland or woodland pasture, Postured stumpland is common, lany
farmers have started to practice forestry, leaving dense regrouth stands undis-
turbed to furnish timber for farm use or fubure commercial cutting.

Total Land in Farms = 200,414 aores
%

Cropland 3
Harvested 2743
Cropland
Used Onl 11,3
For P@st{re *
Idle
Cropland 4v4
Woodland
Pagture 2648
Woodland 1044
Other
Pagture 1343
Other
land - 645

0 7 w24 22 3B 4k ab sk

Thousands of Aores

Figure 9.~ Utilization of Farmland in Clark County, 195.
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Farm Res:dence ana Operation

Clark GOLnty agrlculture is characterized by a large amount of part-tmme
farming, lany persons reside on.the land and divide dheir employment between
. farm work and wage earning in other industries, The lower Columbia River
cities, the Portlend industrial area and the forested countryside provide a

v-varlety of fullatime or seasonal jobs within' comuting distance. At some time
during 195, about two-thirds of all Clark Qounty farmers worked off their

‘- land in some other industry, Of this groud, 2,356, or 57 percent of all farm

operators, worl:ed in non~farm industries more than 100~days during the year

Over orie~half of the operators earned nore froh off<farm work than was recelved
" fron -sales of livestock and: cropss, Clari: County nart~time farming exceeds the
.. state averase of hé percent, but is about avera”e for western washlngton.

,Farm Faczlltles

LI
AR

In 195h most of the farms in Clark Covnty were equal and above atate
-averages in the use of facilities which save labor and make riral life easier,
Farmers ia this county enjoy extensive. -a1d low-cost electric service provided

. by both: privately and publicly~owned utilities. Over 98 percent of farm homes

i

- are equipped nlth elsctricity and about 70 percent have telepliones. Washington

© ‘State averages for these facilities on fatms are 97 and 7L percent respectlvely.
+. The farmlng céuntly is closely adjacent to Portland and is within the reception
¢ zone of three teleV131on stations, Over one=~half of the farm homes have

| rMb"e 13,~ Specified Facllltles and Equipment on Farms
N Clark County, 195).

Ty

Equipment Item Farms Using Equipped
Te?’.ephone.-uu..........r..‘..f 2 880 e 70 2 ':J'we, ”
Electri’c.ity. oesa o'o'.c 0"-'10 soep e | h’ 037 } 98’5 o
Te:-e'ViSion Set‘..oc.oooo--.no. 2 09}-‘ 5101
Pined running woteTysseeevess 3,867_ 1 9he3
HOre freezelsesscecosccincsns 1,145 ¢ | 27.9
Electric nls broodeleevessese b5 1,1
?ther feed grinder........... 2h2 509
I’I‘j_ll:in{; neChinCiessecrsecnse . 689 16. 8
Groin combineS.....u.....n. 161 39
_CGI'I;J. Picziersnoe-on-nooooooooo ‘
Pit:'!:-up balerscooo [ ZE RN ERERSN] 295 : 702
Fie'ld fora.ge harvesters.sesss - 131,’ ) : 3.3
Artificial ponds, reservoirs AR .
* and earth tankS.ssseecess S216 | B3
Hot ortruckSeseesesensoconcees ) 1,702 o thS
TréﬁtOI‘S.;.-ovo-'ooouon.ooaon 3,017 R R ?306
Au.t"omo-bileSi:Oocoob'qoo-t---o-:' 3:”482 o 81-1.9

Sources U,S, Census, Agriculbure,

"
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television sets. Neerly all the farms have pived running water and neatly one-
third haye home freczers, Electricity conswiption on farms znd electric rates
o n " . N Y e

farm electric bills were.$6.70 monthly, compa;ed trith the state average of éB.SO.

Farming is well-advanced in the use of labor-saving mechanical equipment,

* ol 0
N 1T e OUs - a¥s me TroYa a) C] a o

c £ WL o - L ctd = -y b 7 ! ) 7 i 1 Y
was second in the state in mumbers of farm tractors, There were 689 farms using-
milking machines, Clark ranking fifth amonc Tashingbon counties in this respect,
The county also ranked fifth in use of hay bvalers, Growers and producers use a
large number of trucks to market their procucts and to transport crops and livew
stock during the crop year, Over two~fifths of the farms use trucks and 85
percent of farm families have automobiles,

Irrigation and Facilities

Because of the dry summer climate and the farmers! needs for higher yields
of pasture pross, oats and truck crops, there has been an increasing interest
in irrigation equinsment, Dairymen find that spriniclers greatly increase the
carrying capacity of pastures and also increases' hay yields. Well-drained,
sloping loam soils on the terraces and hillsides, common in Clark County, re~
quire considerable surface irrigation begause the soil top horizon dries out
severely in midesummer,

Table 1, TErigation Fapmst: iﬁmbranand horeagn.
Clark County, 1950 and 195,

Ttem 1950 195L

Number of irr‘iga’bed farmS..o $8000000 0o 80 2'?6
Land iT‘I'iga'ted yooo-ococqooaooaeooaosool 1,228 acres 5,1‘63 acres
Irrigated land in farms according to use:
Parms irl"iga‘bing CrOPScssesvescesves 61 185
Fayms iI‘I‘igating pasture tes00sssanan 35 165
Acres of crops irrigatedesscesesssss|. 865 acres | 2,821 acres
Acres of pasture irrigated...ss.....| 345 acres.|2,6L42 acres

1/ Includes all Tand irrigated by spriniier systerse

Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture,

In 1954 there were 5,463 acres being irrigated, an increase of 4,235 acres
since 1949, The irrigation consisted of about 275 individually or farm-owned
systems using meinly wells, pumps and sprinklers, There also were a few
gravity systems, Iost of the irrigation is on the small specialty farms under
30 acres which prow berries and vegetables, The sharp trend toward more irriw
gation in Clark County follows a general pattern going on throughout parts of
western Washington where farmers are specializing in high=-value commercial
crops. IHay and pasture shortages in recent years and increased costs of feeds
purchased by dairymen are other factors causing a contimned investment in
irrigation equipment, This is an important factor in higher yields per acre
for many crops,
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Table 15,~ Clark Count;'ﬁ Rank Compared With

.
i

Cther wasnmg‘uon Countties

Ttem Compared - Rank Quantity Year
General : : '
Li‘.n.d &r@auoocno'tooncocon.ooa...o 3).]. ,-1054120 acYes 19511
Number of faImSessesssscescessoas 4 h,lOO farms 18
Lanr in fal‘ns--percent..u.-....- l‘g ercent 9
Average. size of farmMSesesescseses | 33 EI"EEFLS
Cronland harvestediuieecssseseses ] 19 - 56 821 acres 1954
Rural farm populationssesaviesees | - O 'Ih,?Bh persons | 1950
Total county nopulationessisesess & 85,307 persons | 1950
Cash farm income B : _
Velue of all farm products sold,, | 21 8,58l,322 dollars | 195
Value of llveStOCk So:.duoooon' i} 6L068,u3 dollars 195)-[» ‘
Value of crops soldusssssessss [ 21 2,221,592 doliars | 1954
Livestock on. farms o :
RI1 cattie and calveSeeissesesns | 12 39,400 1954
1k COWDerasesssnesssvearseaconn 7 15’010 head 1.9—5')4
Hogsiotoloootno'ovvcll'llooooonlo i ]-O . — ‘h zoghead 1951’:........
Chl"lnenSQ'onoooc‘...‘tclool.'oocl 8 ' 211}175 blrds 195h
Horses and m\llesoQ.dco-oosoooooci 15 1 0’47 head : 195}4 —
Shesp. and 1ambsS.vagsserceonsrosrs) 12 S;élh head 195k
Dairy and woultry products sold - :
Valie of dairy products Soidssee.s 6 3,326,460 dollars | 1954
Whole 1ilk 501desssssssasasiaston] O 78 639;000 pourds | 1954
Velne of poultry products sold.ss 6 025,136 dollars 1950
CthLGnS Sold.!.htlcl'ocont.oooql».. 6 ) 6?7?987 birds 19;5
Eggs Sold......---.-.u.'..-.....g_ 8 1’82)4 1!77 dozen 19‘51',
Important crops harvested - ' . : ,
Clover and £imothyceesseensescees b 16,073 acres 1954
Alfdlfa.......................... 15 J.L,LL69 acles 195)4
Ast’r‘Iu‘berrlesll00....(000!!“01!00 LL 801 acres 195h.
FruLtsl.O!Ol'i.l.l!".l!l’lll.‘!’- 6 3,0’46 agres 195Ll .
Fllber'bs....n...a..-.........-.. 1 832 acres

Source:

U.S, Censuses of Agriculture, 1950, 195k
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